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and facilities. Land affected does not include: (x) lands which have been reclaimed in accordance
with an approved plan or as otherwise approved by the Board, (y) lands on which mining operations
ceased prior to July 1, 1977, or (z) lands on which previously exempt mining operations ceased
prior to April 29, 1989.

"Large Mining Operations" means mining operations which have a disturbed area of more
than five surface acres at any time.

"License" means a franchise, permit, certification, approval, registration, charter, or similar
form of authorization required by statute.

"Mining operations" means those activities conducted on the surface of the land for the
exploration for, development of, or extraction of a mineral deposit, including, but not limited to,
surface mining and the surface effects of underground and in situ mining; on-site transportation,
concentrating, milling, evaporation, and other primary processing. "Mining operation" does not
include: the extraction of sand, gravel, and rock aggregate; the extraction of oil and gas; the
extraction of geothermal steam; smelting or refining operations; off-site operations and
transportation; or reconnaissance activities which will not cause significant surface resource
disturbance and do not involve the use of mechanized earth-moving equipment such as bulldozers
or backhoes.

"Notice of Intention" means a notice of intention to commence mining operations, including
any amendments or revisions thereto.

"Off-site" means the land areas that are outside of or beyond the on-site land.

"On-site" means the surface lands on or under which surface or underground mining
operations are conducted. A series of related properties under the control of a single operator but
separated by small parcels of land controlled by others will be considered a single site unless
excepted by the Division.

"Operator" means any natural person, corporation, association, partnership, receiver, trustee,
executor, administrator, guardian, fiduciary, agent, or other organization or representative of any
kind, either public or private, owning, controlling, conducting, or managing a mining operation or
proposed mining operation.

"Owner" means any natural person, corporation, association, partnership, receiver, trustee,
executor, administrator, guardian, fiduciary, agent, or other organization or representative of any
kind, either public or private, owning, controlling, conducting, or managing a mineral deposit or the
surface of lands employed in mining operations.

"Party" means the Board, Division or other person commencing an adjudicative proceeding,
all respondents, all persons permitted by the Board to intervene in the proceeding, and all persons
authorized by statute or agency rule to participate as parties in an adjudicative proceeding.

"Permit"” means a notice to conduct mining operations issued by the Division. A notice to
conduct mining operations is issued by the Division when either a notice of intention for a small
mining operation or exploration is determined to be complete and includes a surety approved by the
Division, or a notice of intention for a large mining operation or exploration with a plan of
operations and surety approved by the Division.

"Person" means an individual, group of individuals, partnership, corporation, association,
political subdivision or its units, governmental subdivision or its units, public or private organization

or entity of any character, or another agency.
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